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WELCOME new, old, past, and
future members of the South Sound
Chapter of the Washinglon Native
Plant Society. An El Nino vear,
winter 1997-98, vegetation, and the
South Sound Chapter of the
Washington Native Plant Society
ponders a plethora of native primarv
producers, Please participate!

PROBABLY many members
know of the great glacial-mediated
floods that gave rise to our eastern
Washington scablands. Terrain such
as that around Sprague Lake, the
coulees, and Dry Falls. channel our
consideration to recent flood events
of protound proportion.

//'

Artemisia rigida dominated
communities are an obvious
constituent of the scablands.
Artemisia rigida, stiff or ngid
sagebrush, 1s well-established on
severely drained, fractured basalt
areas, often on tops of “road ridges.
Suff sagebrush is winter deciduous and may experience as
much water stress as any non-suffrutescent woody plant in
Washington. Stiff sagebrush is a Columbia Basin
endemic--one of many plant species and communities that
make our state so unique and botanically rich while providing
a focus for our society and chapter.

As a socicly, we focus on mative plants and native
landscapes during a time when increasing numbers of species
and habitats are becoming imperiled. Habitat loss and other
botanical matters of interest can be considered at numerous
scales and in many ways, among them by your participation in
the South Sound Chapter of the Washington Native Plant
Society. We look forward to talking native plants with vou
this coming year!

Please come to our meetings as we continue to ponder
Washington's primary producers and pollinators--we have a
great line-up of speakers for the winter! Be sure to stay and
visit after the meetings, and to share vour ideas for trips and
workshops and presentations. Or better vet, volunteer to be a
fieldtrip leader. It doesn't matter if you know all the plant
species—members and nonmembers can get together to share
knowledge, ideas, and enthusiasm for our native plants! Join
us to learn more of our natural and changing landscape.

*¥2s*MONTHLY MEETING TIME CHANGE®******
Beginning in February, we will meet on the first Wednesday
of the month. As in past years, there is no meeting in
January.

THE ANNUAL STUDY WEEKEND for 1998 is being
hosted by your very own South Sound Chapter. Help is still
needed for Friday night registration and a couple of
trip-leader slots. Please call or e-mail Judy Lantor (numbers

below) to volunteer to help get
everyone signed up, settled, and
botanizing,.

THANKS 1o all who have
already volunteered and to those
who've helped with refreshments,
mailings, fieldtnips, everything.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 4, 1998, Wednesdav,
7:30 P.M.: "Pollen Palececology,"
presented by Scott Clay-Poole.
Situated as we arc in the south
Puget Sound, surounded by
glacially-mediated landforms and
rapidly changing conditions during
the few thousand years since glacial
melting, pollen analvsis provides a
glimpse of previous plant
communty composition. Ancient
and accidental assemblages brought
to us courtesy of microscopic
topography and reticulations of’
pollen; a photomicrograph becomes
worth thousands of years. Scott brings a unique slide
presentation of pollen micrographs for determining past
climates, communities, and environments. Sounds very
interesting. See you there.

March 4, 1996, Wednesdav, 7:00 P.M.: "Of Butterflies
and Bigfoot: Windows on Washington Wildlands,"
presented by Dr. Robert Michael Pyle. Bob Pyleisa
reknowned writer and naturalist and 1s the author of the
"Field Guide to the North American Butterflies,” "The
Thunder Tree,” "Wintergreen," and " “Where Bigfoot Walks:
Crossing the Dark Divide." We are extremely fortunate to
have him speak about organisms that depend on, pollinate,
devour, coexploit, and add more beauty to, the native plants
that give our society a focus. Please note the March
meeting is to be held in the Main Floor Auditorium in the
General Administration Bldg. at 7:00 P.M. rather than
the usual 7:30 P.M. The G.A. Bldg. is at the corner of
11th and Columbia, 1 block west of Capitel on 11th. This
is an incredible opportunity tor members and nonmembers
alike. Get the word out, bring vour friends, and we'll see you
there,

***May 15-17, 1998, Fridav - Sunday: The Annual
Washington Native Plant Society Study Weekend.***
Remember, our chapter is hosting the upcoming study
weekend. [t will be held at the Black Lake Bible Camp.
Registration forms will be in the winter Douglasia. Please
refer to the winter Douglasia for specific times, locations,
choices of trips, etc., but sign up early to ensure yourself a
spot! Among the many great trips will be visits to bogs,
estuaries, wetlands, praines, old-growth, watertalls.
nurseries, restoration projects; hikes, float trips, botanizing
and bicycling! Remember to call Judy 1f you can help during
Fridzv night registration. Find the study weekend registration
form in the winter Douglasia and sign up right away.

Meetings are the first Wednesdays of the month (Oct.-Dec. & Feb.-May) at 7:30 P.M. in
Rm. 101-102, Olympia Community Center, 222 N. Columbia, Oly. Members and
non-members welcome!



OPPORTUNITIES
Mt. Rainier Restoration: Seedlings grown from this
past scason's seed collections at Mt. Rainier are in need of
volunteers lo help prepare tor their future outplanting.
Call David Palumbo at 360-569-2211 ext. 2323 if you can

help with greenhouse work for this valuable effort.

WNPS Enthusiasts: An opportunity to publicize
WNPS purposes and activities at Tacoma's Nature Center
at Snake Lake is available during the annual native plant
sale in late April. [f vou could be at a display table to
answer questions, or could lead a short plant walk along
their trails, call Jerry Escher at 253-272-0359

Winter Twigs and Native Plant Propagation: The
Native Plant Salvage Program is gearing up for winter
workshops, with plans for winter twig identification and
plant propagation classes as well as ongoing native plant
salvage projects. If you are interested and able to help
with the classes, or wish to be part of any of these
activities, please call Enica Guttman at 786-5445 or
754-3355 ext. 6009, Erica 1s continuing the great work
Ernie Paul and others began with help from chapter
members. Walk the winter twig walk, then talk twigs,
Call and sign up!

Yolunteer Position as Native Plant Curator at
Lakewold Gardens: Lakewold Gardens in the
Tacoma/lakewood area 1s currently planning the
development of a native plant garden along a slope
adjacent to Gravelly Lake. They are looking for one or
more folks who will work with the WNPS and garden stafl’
to create a Lake Buffer Native Plant Garden, help maintain
the garden, work with other volunteers, and lead walks in
vears to come. Needed commitment 1s Z-8 firs. per week.
A great opportunity for any knowledgeable member
wishing some hands on experience in design, development,
and maintenance of a native landscape at beautiful
Lakewold Gardens. For more information, please contact
Tony Teste at Lakewold Gardens at 1-888-858-4106.

Ideas? Make vour own opportunities! The folks that

help make vour chapter possible are always looking for —|
more people with enthusiasm about the natural world. At
the beginming of vet another vear, we are fortunate to focus
on native plants, mosses, lichens, fungi: an incredibly
beautiful profusion of plavers and processes upon the
landscape. A startling complexity of organisms, 1ssues,
relationships. mynads of questions for our purview.
Please consider giving of your time to our chapter in 1998.
If vou have any suggestions for possible speakers or 1f
vou know of walks that would be bryvologically.
lichenologically, mycologically, or botanically
enlightening, let one of us know (numbers below). In a
nutshell, the chapter would greatly benefit from your help.
The next step 1s vours.

MEMBERSHIP
For information, change of address, or for other
membership concerns, contact Catherine Hovame at.
Washington Native Plant Society
PO Box 28690
Seattle, WA 98118-8640
Phone: 206-760-8022 or toll-frec 888-288-8022

Please come forward and introduce yourselves at future
meetings or feel fTee to call. Or, bring plants to key or to
mystify. We greatly value the knowledge and experience
our members have to offer about native plants! It vou have
newsworthy items for the newsletter, please contact Kat,
Judy, Angel, or Dave.

Co-chairs: Kat Bucher - 360-352-3589
Tudy Lantor - 360-357-9614 (hm) 753-6056(wk ).
e-mail: Judy Lantor@mail.fws.gov
Treasurer: Angel Lombardi - 360-943-3575
Conservation Chawr: Marv Fries - 253-272-9192
Newsletter: Dave Thysell - 360-264-4179
e-mail: daveth@thurston.com
Please remember to renew your membership dues!

(See your mailing label for expiration date.)
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