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Summary

The South Sound Chapter (SSC) of the Washington Native Plant Society (WNPS) may, as resources allow, distribute grants to individuals and/or organizations (hereafter referred as “grantees”) to support projects and/or activities (hereafter referred to as “projects”) that support the WNPS mission: 

“To promote the appreciation and conservation of Washington's native plants and their habitats through study, education, and advocacy”
Requirements
The following requirements shall govern the receipt, evaluation, award, and subsequent follow-up of SSC grants:
1. Unless otherwise approved by the Board, individual grants shall be for a minimum of $250 and a maximum of $500. 

2. Total grant funds available for distribution (which in some years can be zero dollars) shall be identified in the SSC annual budget.
3. The availability of grant funds shall be announced as soon as possible after the budget has been approved.
4. Initial grant applications must be received by March 1 and will be announced on April 1.
5. If grant funds remain after the initial award cycle, SSC will consider proposals and award grants during the remainder of the calendar year. During this period, applicants will be notified within 30 days of receipt of their application. 

6. Grants shall be received, evaluated, and awarded by the SSC Board or a committee (hereafter referred to as the “grant committee”) identified by the Board chair. 
7. The grant committee shall consist of at least three members all of whom shall be SSC members and at least one of whom shall be a Board member.

8. General content and format of grant applications shall be determined by the SSC Board or the grant committee.

9. Grants shall support projects or grantees located in the counties served by the South Sound Chapter. 
10. Although projects on private land are not precluded, they are unlikely to be approved unless significant and enduring benefits to the public can be convincingly documented.    
11. A grant award to a grantee must be expended by the grantee on the project within one calendar year from the signature of the grant agreement unless a specific extension is authorized.
12. Upon completion of the grant-supported project, the grantee shall provide a written report describing the project and, upon request of SSC, present information about the project at a chapter meeting. 
13.  The SSC Board shall document and implement procedures so that the funding of grants is fiscally responsible. 
· Unless otherwise approved by the Board, grantees shall receive one-half of the grant upon signature of the grant agreement and the balance upon receipt and acceptance of the final report.

· Accountability of grant funding shall be managed to insure a minimum of financial risk to the chapter. 
· Measures shall be implemented to help insure that grant funds are used in accordance with the grant proposal being funded. 
14. At the end of each calendar year, the grant committee will report to SSC membership the status and accomplishments of the grant program and grant-funded projects.
Revision Log:
3/24/2013
1. Removed requirement that stated a grantee must be an SSC member.
2. Added requirement (#10) to address grants for projects on private land. 
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